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Attached is a decision of the Unemployment Insurance Appeals Commission (Commission).  This decision WILL 
BECOME FINAL unless further action is taken by you.  It is important that you pay attention to all filing deadlines.  
The mailed date and the filing deadline can be found at the bottom of the last page of the Commission decision.  

The Michigan Employment Security Act (The Act) provides three separate options for seeking relief from decisions 
or final orders of the Commission.  

1. APPEALS TO CIRCUIT COURT

You may appeal a final order or decision of the Commission to Circuit Court within 30 days after the mailed date of 
the decision.

An appeal of a final decision to Circuit Court can be filed in the county in which the claimant resides or the circuit 
court of the county in which the claimant’s place of employment is or was located, or, if a claimant is not a party to 
the case, the circuit court of the county in which the employer’s principal place of business in this state is located.  
Application for review shall be made within 30 days after mailing a copy of the order or decision by any method 
permissible under the rules and practices of the circuit courts of this state. Circuit court claims of appeal are to be 
filed with the clerk of the appropriate circuit court. 

2. REHEARING 

You may file for rehearing with the Commission within 30 days after the mailed date of the decision.  A party 
requesting a rehearing shall serve the request on all other parties at the time of filing with the Commission.

The Act provides that the Commission may, either upon application by an interested party for rehearing or on its 
own motion, proceed to rehear, affirm, modify, set aside, or reverse a prior decision on the basis of the evidence 
previously submitted or on the basis of additional evidence.  An application for rehearing must be submitted within 
30 days of the mailed date by personal service, postal delivery, electronic delivery, or facsimile transmission to the 
contact information shown at the bottom of the page. 

3. REOPENING

You may file for reopening with the Commission after the 30-day appeal period expires but within 1 year after the 
date of mailing.

The Act provides that the Commission may, for good cause, reopen and review a prior decision and issue a new 
decision after the 30-day appeal period has expired, but a review shall not be made unless the request is filed with 
the Commission, or review is initiated by the Commission with notice to the interested parties, within 1 year after 
the date of mailing of the prior decision.  A request for reopening must be submitted by personal service, postal 
delivery, electronic delivery, or facsimile transmission to the contact information shown at the bottom of this page. 
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DECISION OF UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE APPEALS COMMISSION

This case is before the Unemployment Insurance Appeals Commission (Commission) on the 
Unemployment Insurance Agency’s (Agency) timely appeal of an Administrative Law Judge’s (ALJ) 
Decision issued September 15, 2025. The ALJ’s decision reversed an August 22, 2025 Agency 
redetermination and held the claimant not ineligible from receiving benefits pursuant to the reporting 
provision, Section 28(1)(a), of the Michigan Employment Security Act (Act). 

After reviewing the record, we find the ALJ’s decision must be reversed. Our reasons are as follows. 

Section 28(1)(a) of the Act provides, in pertinent part:

(1) An unemployed individual is eligible to receive benefits with respect to any     
week only if the unemployment agency finds all of the following:

      (a) The individual registered for work pursuant to subsection (10) after the 
individual applied for benefits and within the time period prescribed by the 
unemployment agency, has continued to report pursuant to unemployment 
agency rules, and is actively engaged in seeking work….

     [Emphasis added.]

Mich Admin Code, R 421.210 provides, in pertinent part:

(2) As used in this rule:

(e) "Good cause for late filing of a new, additional, or reopened claim" and 
"good cause for late reporting to file a continued claim" means that there is 
a justifiable reason, determined in accordance with a standard of conduct 
expected of an individual acting as a reasonable person in the light of all the 
circumstances, that prevented a timely filing or reporting to file as required 
by this rule. Examples of justifiable reasons that the agency may consider 
as constituting good cause include any of the following:

(i)   Acts of God.
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(ii) Working or reliance on a promise of work that did not 
materialize.

(iii) Closing of agency offices, or the failure of the agency's 
telephonic or electronic equipment, during scheduled hours of 
operation.

(iv) Delay or interruption in the delivery of mail or the delay or 
interruption of information by telephonic or other means by a 
business or governmental agency entrusted with the delivery of mail 
or of messages by telephonic or other means.

(v)  Personal physical incapacity or the physical incapacity or death 
of a relative or ward of either the individual or the individual's 
spouse or of any person living in the same household as the 
individual claiming benefits.

(vi)  Attendance at a funeral.

(vii) Incarceration.

(viii) Jury duty.
***

(g) "Reopened claim" means a claim filed by an individual to reestablish 
eligibility for benefits after an interruption in the claim series during an 
existing benefit year for a reason other than employment that is caused by a 
period of nonreporting.

(3) An individual shall file a new, additional, or reopened claim or shall report to 
file a continued claim as directed by the agency.

(4) To be filed on time and effective as of the beginning of the individual's first 
week of unemployment, a new or additional claim shall be received by the agency, 
in a manner prescribed by the agency, not later than the Friday after the end of the 
week containing the individual's last day of work. A reopened claim is effective as 
of the beginning of the week in which it is received by the agency.

(5) To be filed on time and effective for each week for which the individual is 
reporting to file, a continued claim shall be received by the agency, in a manner 
prescribed by the agency, not later than the Friday after the end of the last week of 
the period for which the claimant is instructed to report and has continued to report 
in a claim series. If an individual does not file a continued claim in a timely manner 
in accordance with this subrule, and if the filing is untimely without good cause, 
then the claim filed by the individual is a reopened claim.
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(6) If an individual does not file a new, additional, or reopened claim as prescribed 
in subrules (4) and (5) of this rule, but files the new, additional, or reopened claim 
not later than the fourteenth calendar day after the time limits prescribed in subrules 
(4) and (5) of this rule, then the new, additional, or reopened claim is considered 
filed on time if the claimant has good cause for the lateness of the filing. If the 
claimant does not have good cause for the lateness of the filing, then the new, 
additional, or reopened claim is effective beginning with the week in which it is 
filed.

(7) If an individual does not report to file a continued claim within the time 
limits prescribed in subrules (4) and (5) of this rule, but reports to file the 
continued claim not later than the fourteenth calendar day after the time limits 
prescribed in subrules (4) and (5) of this rule, then the individual is considered 
to have reported on time to file the continued claim if the individual has good 
cause for the lateness of the reporting to file the continued claim. If the 
individual does not have good cause for the lateness of the reporting to file the 
continued claim, then the reporting to file the continued claim is a reopened claim. 

[Emphasis added.]

The claimant has the burden of proving eligibility for unemployment benefits.  Dwyer v UCC, 321 
Mich 178, 187; 32 NW2d 434 (1948).

Under Section 28(1)(a) of the Act, to be eligible for benefits, a claimant is required to report as 
directed by the Agency. If a claimant fails to timely certify a claim, he or she must demonstrate 
good cause for the late certification. 

The claimant testified to failing to carefully read and absorb the monetary determination in its 
entirety.

Accordingly, we find that the claimant has not established good cause for late certification.

Based on the foregoing, we find that the ALJ’s decision should be reversed, and the claimant held 
ineligible for benefits under the reporting (certifying) provision of the Act, Section 28(1)(a), from 
July 27, 2025 through August 9, 2025.

Therefore,

IT IS ORDERED that the ALJ’s decision is hereby REVERSED.

The claimant is ineligible for benefits under Section 28(1)(a) of the Act from July 27, 2025 through 
August 9, 2025.
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This matter is referred to the Agency for action consistent with this decision.

Alejandra Del Pino, Commissioner 

Andrea C. Rossi, Commissioner 

Sheryl McGrath, Commissioner 

MAILED AT LANSING, MICHIGAN   January 14, 2026

This decision shall be final unless EITHER (1) the Unemployment Insurance Appeals Commission 
RECEIVES a written request for rehearing on or before the deadline, OR (2) the appropriate circuit 
court RECEIVES an appeal on or before the deadline.  The deadline is: 

TO PROTECT YOUR RIGHTS, YOU MUST BE ON TIME. February 13, 2026
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