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Attached is a decision of the Unemployment Insurance Appeals Commission (Commission).  This decision WILL 
BECOME FINAL unless further action is taken by you.  It is important that you pay attention to all filing deadlines.  
The mailed date and the filing deadline can be found at the bottom of the last page of the Commission decision.  

The Michigan Employment Security Act (The Act) provides three separate options for seeking relief from decisions 
or final orders of the Commission.  

1. APPEALS TO CIRCUIT COURT

You may appeal a final order or decision of the Commission to Circuit Court within 30 days after the mailed date of 
the decision.

An appeal of a final decision to Circuit Court can be filed in the county in which the claimant resides or the circuit 
court of the county in which the claimant’s place of employment is or was located, or, if a claimant is not a party to 
the case, the circuit court of the county in which the employer’s principal place of business in this state is located.  
Application for review shall be made within 30 days after mailing a copy of the order or decision by any method 
permissible under the rules and practices of the circuit courts of this state. Circuit court claims of appeal are to be 
filed with the clerk of the appropriate circuit court. 

2. REHEARING 

You may file for rehearing with the Commission within 30 days after the mailed date of the decision.  A party 
requesting a rehearing shall serve the request on all other parties at the time of filing with the Commission.

The Act provides that the Commission may, either upon application by an interested party for rehearing or on its 
own motion, proceed to rehear, affirm, modify, set aside, or reverse a prior decision on the basis of the evidence 
previously submitted or on the basis of additional evidence.  An application for rehearing must be submitted within 
30 days of the mailed date by personal service, postal delivery, electronic delivery, or facsimile transmission to the 
contact information shown at the bottom of the page. 

3. REOPENING

You may file for reopening with the Commission after the 30-day appeal period expires but within 1 year after the 
date of mailing.

The Act provides that the Commission may, for good cause, reopen and review a prior decision and issue a new 
decision after the 30-day appeal period has expired, but a review shall not be made unless the request is filed with 
the Commission, or review is initiated by the Commission with notice to the interested parties, within 1 year after 
the date of mailing of the prior decision.  A request for reopening must be submitted by personal service, postal 
delivery, electronic delivery, or facsimile transmission to the contact information shown at the bottom of this page. 
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ORDER DISMISSING FOR LACK OF JURISDICTION APPEAL FROM ALJ DECISION

This case is before the Unemployment Insurance Appeals Commission (Commission) on the late 
appeal filed by the Unemployment Insurance Agency (Agency) from an Administrative Law 
Judge’s (ALJ) decision mailed December 10, 2025. 

Under Section 33(2) of the Michigan Employment Security Act (Act), MCL 421.33(2), the 
Commission has jurisdiction to consider only timely appeals.  A timely appeal is one received by 
the Commission within 30 days of the mailing date of the ALJ’s decision.    In this case, the appeal 
was due on January 9, 2026, but was received January 12, 2026.  Because the appeal was received 
after the 30-day period, the Commission has no jurisdiction to consider the merits of the Agency’s 
appeal.  

If the Agency has reason to believe this appeal was not late, the Agency should submit a written 
APPLICATION FOR REHEARING ADDRESSED TO THE COMMISSION explaining why the 
Agency believes the appeal was timely.  The Agency should attach any supporting documentation.  
For example, the Agency may have a certified mail receipt that shows an appeal was delivered to the 
Commission by the 30-day deadline.  An application for rehearing must be RECEIVED by the 
deadline indicated at the end of this Order.

ALTERNATIVELY, although the Commission received the Agency’s appeal after the 30-day appeal 
period, the Agency may still request a REOPENING BY THE ALJ as provided by Section 33 of the 
Act.  Under MCL 421.33(1), an “administrative law judge may, for good cause, reopen and review 
a prior decision and issue a new decision after the 30-day appeal period has expired.”  (Emphasis 
added.) 

Mich Admin Code, R 792.11402(1)(d) defines good cause as follows:

"Good cause" includes, but is not limited to, any of the following:

(i) Newly discovered material evidence that, through no fault of 
the party, had not previously been available to the party.

(ii) A legitimate inability to act sooner.
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(iii) A failure to receive a reasonable and timely notice, order, or 
decision through no fault of the party.

(iv) Untimely delivery of a protest, appeal, or an agency document 
by a business or governmental agency entrusted with delivery 
of mail.

(v) Relying on incorrect information from the agency, 
administrative law judge, the hearing system or the 
[Unemployment Insurance Appeals Commission].

Finally, under MCL 421.33 and Mich Admin Code, R 792.11415 a REOPENING REQUEST MUST 
BE RECEIVED BY THE ALJ within one year of the mailing date of the ALJ’s decision.  In this case, 
the one-year deadline expires on December 10, 2026.

If a party requests reopening, and it is denied by the ALJ, the party may appeal the reopening denial 
to the Commission under Mich Admin Code, R 792.11418.  The appeal must be received by the 
Commission within 30 days of the mailing date of the ALJ’s order denying reopening.

The Commission notes that because the Agency’s appeal was filed late, the Agency is required to 
comply with the ALJ’s decision, request reopening by the ALJ, or appeal to the Circuit Court.

Additionally, it appears there was no determination issued in this case.  Therefore, whichever path it 
elects, the Agency is on notice of this potential jurisdictional problem.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that the Agency’s late appeal to the Commission is DISMISSED.

Alejandra Del Pino, Commissioner

Andrea C. Rossi, Commissioner

Sheryl McGrath, Commissioner

MAILED AT LANSING, MICHIGAN     March 3, 2026

This decision shall be final unless EITHER (1) the Unemployment Insurance Appeals Commission 
RECEIVES a written request for rehearing on or before the deadline, OR (2) the appropriate circuit 
court RECEIVES an appeal on or before the deadline.  The deadline is: 

TO PROTECT YOUR RIGHTS, YOU MUST BE ON TIME.    April 2, 2026
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